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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 23-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 23-26, and 30 recite the limitation "according to claim 1" in line 1 of the respective claims. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claims. 

Claims 32-34 recite the limitation "according to claim 2" in line 1 of the respective claims. There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claims. 

Claims 23-26, and 30 recite the limitation "according to claim 1" in line 1 of the respective claims. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claims. 

Claim 27 recites the limitation "according to claim 5" in line 1 of the claim. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 28 recites the limitation "according to claim 6" in line 1 of the claim. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claims 29 and 31 recite the limitation "according to claim 7" in line 1 of the respective claims. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for 
the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 22-36, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Japanese Patent, JP2002122271A. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/531 ,668 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3656 

JP2002122271A discloses an anchoring device (Fig. 1), comprising a(n): 
Re claim 22 

• Elongate member (12) anchored to a fixed member (11) having a slot (at 23) leading to an 
edge (at W) 

• Sleeve (14) which is fixable coaxially around said elongate member and which is provided 
with a peripheral groove (near 40; Fig. 2), the axial length of which is sufficient to 
accommodate the thickness of the fixed member at said slot (Fig. 1a) 

• Outer dimension of the groove (W; Fig. 1) being less than the inner dimension (D; Fig. 1) of 
the slot 

• Collar member (17) being carried by, and axially moveable along, said sleeve, said collar 
member having a leading edge (at 48) which extends into said groove when the anchoring 
device is located within said slot, to effectively increase the diameter of said groove (Fig. 1a) 
and prevent said anchoring device from being withdrawn from said slot 

• Axial length of the peripheral groove is fixed (Fig. 2). 
Re claim 23 

• Anchoring device being located within said slot (Fig. 1), the leading edge of said collar 
member substantially fills the gap between the groove and the slot (at 1 7; Fig. 1 ), said gap 
being created by the difference in their respective dimensions. 

Re claims 24 and 32 

• Collar member is substantially cylindrical and said leading edge is substantially circular (Fig. 
1a, 1b) 

Re claim 25 and 33 

• Slot is generally U-shaped (at 23) and includes a narrowed neck portion (at 24), beneath 
which said leading edge of the collar member is engaged (Fig. 1) when said anchoring device 
is located within said slot. 

Re claim 26, 34, and 35 

• Leading edge includes a chamfer (at 48). 
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Re claim 27 

• Fixed member includes at least one chamfer (near 24) at the open edge thereof 

• Fixed member chamfer operates to push the leading edge of the collar out of the groove and 
away from the fixed member (see English abstract; L5-10) 

Re claim 28 

• Collar member is spring biased (18) in the direction of the fixed member (see English 
abstract; L5-10) 

• When the anchoring device is fully located within the slot, the leading edge of the collar 
member automatically extends into the groove (Fig. 1 ). 

Re claim 29 

• Collar member is manually retractable against the spring force to withdraw the leading edge 
thereof from the groove, and enable the anchoring device to be withdrawn from the slot (see 
English abstract; L5-10). 

Re claim 30 and 36 

• Load bearing ring (19, 20; Fig. 3) surrounding at least a portion of said collar member (at 20; 
Fig. 5). 

Re claim 3 1 

• Spring located underneath said collar member (at 18 in Fig. 1) and retained in compression 
by a cap member (at 44). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to DANIEL YABUT whose telephone number is (571)270-5526. The examiner can normally 
be reached on Monday through Friday from 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Richard W. Ridley can be reached on (571) 272-6917. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative 
or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 



/DANIEL YABUTV 
Examiner, Art Unit 3656 
11/06/2008 

/Richard WL Ridley/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3656 



